
COG is launching a monthly awareness         
campaign to highlight the great outreach work 
that is happening across  the UK. For five 
months in 2019 , we will be sending all UK 
ecclesias an interesting story to hopefully 
encourage and inspire your ecclesia to do the 
same. At the end of the campaign we hope to 
make these into a booklet.

This month we’d love to tell you more about 
opening a church cafe. We have highlighted 
the West Birmingham one but we know there 
are more!  You can leave fliers about your café 
in Citizens Advice Bureaus, foodbanks and 
local support agencies to alert them to your 
offer of support and love.
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The vision is simply to be a vibrant, active    presence in 
our local community, building       relationships both with 
our local community and also with each other within our 
church by doing something together as a team. This may 
enable us to talk about who and what we are (the "Good 
News" message) having grown a relationship with     
whoever happens to come through our doors. It was 
always very clear from the start that our prime focus is 
meeting people's needs. Our actions are our preaching 
by simply showing love to others.
  All refreshments, homemade cakes and filtered coffee 
and tea, are free of charge, there are little money boxes 
on the tables with our 4 nominated charities (2 Christa-
delphian, 1 national charity and one local charity) listed 
on the side if people wish to contribute. We change 
these 4 charities annually. Last year we raised about £200 
which we divvied up into equal amounts.

How much work is involved?
Initially it took a lot of planning and organisation. I  
realised that the commitment of regular helpers is a 
big ask. It needs at least four people each week.
How did you advertise it?
We launch advertised through local billing, our        
website, Facebook and word of mouth. There is a      
regular team of helpers, all retired except me and one 
other, some of whom have been rather on the fringes 
so it has been great to see them getting involved. We 
also have some great cake makers who all willingly 
provide on a rota basis for each cafe.
Cost involved?
The main cost is time. There were some initial costs in 
purchasing some table cloths and money boxes. 
Design and production of publicity materials have low 
ongoing costs as well as the cost of the cakes made. 
Any training needed?
Absolutely not. Just enthusiasm. Be prepared to have 
conversations about anything with people from the 
local area and from your church, as well as the ability to 
eat cake and drink tea and coffee!
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APRIL 2019     
For our winter appeal 2019 we focused on        
rucksacks for the homeless and asylum seekers. 
These are really valuable items when you are on 
the streets to keep all your belongings together, 
and the ones we chose were very good quality. 
Once again, we set up a deal with an Amazon   
supplier called ‘Soarpop’ and launched the appeal 
under the same name ‘Bags of Love’. Thankfully 
you all responded generously again and as the 
funds came in, we were able to arrange the          
delivery of 20 rucksacks to each of our 41             
distributing ecclesias and groups.  They took them 
down to their local shelters, charities and street 
teams and we managed to get around 650         
rucksacks out! So thank you to all who donated, 
the grand total was £20 000.

Let your light shine before others so 

they may see the good deeds you do
Matthew 5:15-16

Find out more about 
the Good News Cafe 
along with photos on
our website!
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Knit & knatter group
Community choir

christadelphianoutreachgroup@gmail.com
www.cog-uk.org

Sponsor a local care home
Offer prayer sessions
or just pray for your neighbours every Sunday


